
Fig.2. Paros: A general view from Zoodochos 
Pighi site excavation (left) and deposit of 
misfired sherds of pottery and  traces of a 
kiln (right). 
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Fig.4. Parian Amphora Type 1/LRA 1, (6th – 7th c.).                                        
(Diamanti “Amphoras production at the Aegean Sea…”).   
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 Fig.12. Koan 
amphora stamp 
(550-650) with 
imperial cross-like 
Greek monogram 
(Phocas?) and 
officer’s 
inscription“[- - -] 
 [..] [- - -] . 
[Diamanti 2010 a, 
94, 211,394-395 (no. 
605), 539, 575]. 

Fig.13. Koan amphora 
stamp  depicting an 
emperor, probably 

Phocas, (602-610)] and 
inscription         

    “[- - -] ΟΥ+Ε [- - -]” , 
(Diamanti 2012, 1-2, fig. 

2-3).  

Fig.6. Parian Amphora Type 2 (LRA 13),  (6th – 7th c.).                              
(Diamanti “Amphoras production at the Aegean Sea…”).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
     On this poster are presented,  on the basis of new evidence, 
the state of the research upon the production of Late Roman 
Amphoras at two islands of the Aegean Sea, namely Paros 
and  Kos (Fig.1). 
      Paros is the third largest of the Cyclades islands as well as 
Kos is the third largest of the Dodecanese islands. Both of them 
situated at the centre of the Aegean Sea commercial network, 
belonged administratively to the Provincia Insularum (Eparchy 
of the Islands), while in the Justinian years to the Quaestura 
Justiniani exercitus (which was formed for the defence of the 
Moesia II and Scythia and their supplying by Caria, the Aegean 
Sea islands and Cyprus). The spread of Christianity was 
another factor which would shape the Late Roman/Early 
Byzantine Paros and Kos, elevating them to episcopical seats.  
     In the north-east of Naoussa bay, in Zoodhochos Pighi cove 
(Fig.2), which is very well protected from the winds, quite 
recently amphora workshop wasters were discovered and a 
rescue excavation was executed under the supervision of the 
2nd Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities of the Greek ministry of 
Culture, the results of which are under study The main result of 
this study so far is that these wasters were the result of the 
existence of pottery workshops specialized to the production of  
Late Roman Amphoras  of type 1 (cylindrical amphoras with 
ribbed decoration) and 13 (ovoid vases with combed 
decoration) of a brown, quite fine, with comparatively few big 
inclusions, fabric (Fig.4,6). On this poster is presented new 
information concerning the following: Recently was indentified 
a kiln (Fig.2-right). which is understudy, promising to give 
much new information about the production of the amphoras, 
as well as a petrographical and chemical analysis of the finds 
was executed in co-operation with the chemist dr. Kelli Kouzelli 
giving valuable information about the special characteristics of 
the local,  fabric of the vases (Fig.8). 
       Another production centre of the same pair of Late Roman 
Amphora types, LRA 1 and 13, of a reddish to brownish, 
comparatively fine, with few and small inclusions and 
moderate mica, fabric, was brought to light by the excavation 
of the University of Athens, at a Late Roman settlement at 
Halasarna of Kos (Fig.3). These amphoras, which have been 
systematically studied and published (Fig.5, 7, 9), are dated on 
the basis of the stratigraphy and the co-finds from the middle 
of the 6th until the first half of the 7thc. The local production 
was proven by the large amount of misfired and distorted 
pieces found (Fig. 3-right).  
     Some of the koan amphoras produced by this workshop 
were stamped (Fig. 12,13). It was a very important discovery 
since it was the first time that a workshop of stamped Late 
Roman/Proto Byzantine amphoras had been located with 
certainty, as far as the Aegean Sea is concerned at least. The 
stamps, mainly at the neck of the amphoras, while sometimes 
at the handles, are round in shape containing, when their 
content has survived, the busts of emperors or cross-like 
monograms at the centre and inscriptions at their perimeter. 
Where the neck is saved at its whole perimeter, it is proved 
that it was stamped with one stamp in every side. These 
amphoras are dated from the second half of the 6th until the 
first half of the 7th c. Most of them seem to belong to 
amphoras of the type LRA 13, dating from the end of the 6th 
until the late 7th c. Until now very few stamps depicting an 
emperor have been found on Late Roman Amphoras and only 
for the koan ones we do know their place of manufacture. 
Others were found in Constantinople, Alexandria, Pnyka 
(Athens), Kellia, on the island of Geronisos and recently were 
presented another four examples found in Agora of Athens.  
     It has been supported elsewhere that these stamped Late 
Roman Amphoras reveal a strong state control executed by 
Kommerkiarioi (commercial inspectors) to the production and 
distribution of amphoras and, mainly, to the goods carried by 
them.  
     This theory can be enriched under the light of new evidence 
presented here, concerning a stamped parian amphora of LRA 
13 type produced at the Zoodhochos Pighi workshop of 
Naoussa, Paros (Fig.10-11). The further research and 
examination of this workshop (which is the solely second of 
parallel production of these types of amphoras after 
Halasarna’s of Kos one, as far as Aegean Sea is concerned) will 
permit to us to estimate the scale of this phenomenon of 
stamping amphoras and the frequency of its appearance. But 
the fact of its existence offers a strong indication that the 
stamping if Late Roman Amphoras was used as a system at 
another Aegean Sea workshop, except this of Halasarna of Kos. 
The confirmation of this propose will give a new dimension of 
the Aegean Sea LRAs 1 and LRA 13 production and circulation, 
the dimension of their imperial control which sometimes was 
proved by the depiction of the emperor himself .  
       This systematic, parallel and homogeneous production and 
stamping of LR 1 and LR 13 amphoras from the second 
half/end of the 6thc. until the first quarter/half of the 7thc., is 
most probably an exceptional phenomenon of an extraordinary 
need of the state to increase its tax incomes or to fulfill needs 
in consumption goods through annonic taxes. This can be one 
of the reasons why the number of stamped amphoras 
produced during the Late Roman / Early Byzantine period is 
small. It is very probable that on the turning point of the 6th 
and 7th centuries there was a political reason or crisis (let us 
not forget that the workshops of Paros and Kos presented here 
start their activation right after the creation of the Quaestura 
Justiniani exercitus, where they both belonged and the needs 
of which they served) the economical nature of which can be 
traced by the study of the stamped Late Roman Amphoras of 
the Aegean Sea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.3. Kos: A general view from Halasarna 
site excavation (left) and misfired sherds of 
pottery (right). 

Fig.5. Koan Amphora Type 1 (LRA 1) .                                                                       
[Diamanti 2010 a, 290-1 (no. 187), 291(no. 188)], 320-321 (nos.315-6). 

Fig.7. Koan Amphora Type 2 (LRA 13), (6th – 7th c.).                                
[Diamanti 2010 a, 344 (no. 411), 380 (no. 551)]. 

 

 
Fig.10. Parian 
amphora stamp 
(550-650). 

Fig.11. Detail of 
fig.9. Parian 
amphora stamp 
(550-650). 

Fig.9. Stamped Koan Amphora: Smooth section (left) under the 
stereoscope and thin section (right) under the polarizing 
microscope (by  dr Kelli Kouzeli, chemist). 
  
 

Fig.8. Parian Amphora: Smooth  section (left) under the stereoscope and 
thin section (right) under the polarizing microscope  (by  dr. Kelli Kouzeli, 
chemist). 
  

Kos Paros 
Aegean Sea 

        

 

    

 

Fig.1. Map of  Greece (left) – Detail of Paros and  Kos Aegean Sea islands (right). 
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